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European Collaboration on 
Dementia (I)

• European network
• Alzheimer Europe
• European Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium
• European Association of Geriatric Psychiatry
• European Federation of Neurological Societies
• Interdem
• International Association of Gerontology –

European Region
• North Sea Dementia Research Network



European Collaboration on 
Dementia (II)

• Research network
– Prevalence of dementia
– Guidelines on Diagnosis and Treatment
– Psycho-social interventions in dementia
– Prevention of Alzheimer’s disease and 

other forms of dementia
– Socio-economic impact of dementia



The impact on carers: Hours per day 
caring for person with dementia
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Alzheimer Europe (2006): Who cares? The state of dementia care in 
Europe



Availability and use of 
services (I) 
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Alzheimer Europe (2006): Who cares? The state of dementia care in 
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Availability and use of 
services (II) 

Alzheimer Europe (2006): Who cares? The state of dementia care in 
Europe
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Palliative Care



Day care



Payment for services
• Significant government support: Denmark, 

Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, UK 
(Scotland)

• Long-term care insurance: Germany, 
Luxembourg

• Care allowances: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, France, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, UK 
(England)

• Largely financed by service users: Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Malta, Romania



Employment benefits
• Paid leave for carers: Belgium, Denmark, 

France, Hungary, Italy (3 days/month), Lithuania, 
Netherlands, Poland, Spain

• Unpaid leave for care: France, Ireland, Italy, 
Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Spain, UK

• Unpaid leave for care of the dying: Austria, 
Switzerland

• Flexible working hours: Estonia, Netherlands
• Social security payments for carers: 

Luxembourg
• No provisions: Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 

Finland, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Latvia, 
Norway, Portugal, Romania, Sweden, UK



Reimbursed anti-dementia drugs
Country Donepezil Rivastigmine Galantamine Memantine

Belgium
Bulgaria
France
Greece
Italy
Latvia

Luxembourg

Malta
Netherlands
Poland
Switzerland
United 
Kingdom

Alzheimer Europe (2006): Dementia in Europe Yearbook



Reimbursement restrictions
Country Presciption Diagnosis MMSE 

(ACHI)
MMSE 

(Memantine)
Belgium Specialists Protocol > 10 15-0
Czech
Republic

Specialists None 20-13 16-6

France Specialists None 26-10 15-0
Germany Any None None None
Italy Alzheimer 

Evaluation 
Unit

Protocol 26-10

Luxembourg Any Protocol 26-10 15-0
Netherlands Specialists Protocol 26-10 14-3
Poland Any None 26-10
Slovenia Specialists None 26-10 26-10
Switzerland Any None > 10 > 3

R.C. Oude Voshaar et. Al. Alarming arbitrariness in EU prescription and 
reimbursement criteria for anti-dementia drugs, Int J Geriatr Psychiatry; 
2006; 21: 29-31



Some preliminary conclusions
• Inequalities of access persist

– Differences between countries
– Regional variations within countries

• Fragmentation of social support provision
– Various government departments (health, social affairs, 

social security, employment)
– Responsibility on federal, regional and local level
– Public, private and NGO run services

• Lack of specialisation
– General services for people with disabilities or the elderly
– Lack of training of care personnel in dementia specific care



For more information

www.alzheimer-europe.org

www.dementia-in-europe.eu
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